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The late Mr. James F. Fitts chats with a for- 
mer student at the 2002 banquet celebration. 
Mr. Fitts passed on August 17, 2002 . 

 
Class of 1962 at the 2002 Banquet. Left to right: Helen Bellamy 
(Bryant), Joyce Bryant (Vereen), David Wilson, and Lee Anna Evans. 

Chair‘s Corner 
 
Dear Alumni and Friends: 

 
Thank you for your support as we 
face the new challenges in advanc- 
ing the mission of our Chestnut 
Consolidated High School Alumni 
Association. In the road ahead for 
us will not be easy. My charge to 
you, as we move forward, is to pre- 
pare yourself for “Positive 
Change”. I urge you to take advan- 
tage of the opportunities presented to 
you through this Alumni Associa- 
tion. Fellow alumni it is time we in- 
crease our knowledge and expand our 
growth to meet future chal- lenges. 

 
Again. I thank you for your support, 
encouragement, and for you allow- 
ing me the opportunity to serve you. 

 
Van Evans 
Chairperson 

Banquet 2002 

Above - Alumni/ae honed their Electric Slide skills 

MMMrrr. Fitts 

	  

Class o
f 1962 
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Editor’s Corner 

 
Dear Alumni/ae, Families, Teachers/Staff, Friends and Visitors of Chestnut 
Consolidated High School: 

 
Once gain, we have gathered to celebrate life as we look back with pride on 
the accomplishments of life’s journey. I would also like to take this 
opportunity to thank the Alumni Committee for letting me do   the newsletter 
again this year. I am humbled to have this opportunity and have made every 
effort to live up to the   challenge. This year marks the 50th anniversary of 
Brown versus Board of Education, which ruled that segregation of schools 
was illegal and unconstitutional. This year’s celebration is particularly 
important because this is the 50th anniversary of our school, Chestnut 
Consolidated High School, which was formed because of one of the most 
important U.S. Supreme Court decisions in U.S. History. 

 
Many of you from the earlier classes do recall the formation of the school in 
1954. Entire communities were consolidated in one high school with very lit- 

tle problems. To this day, I commend our principal, Mr. E.M. Henry, for his remarkable skills in making it happen 
at a time when few of us had telephones in our homes, no street addresses, first generation to attend high school, 
etc. The communities on the Westside of the Waccamaw River were Mount Calvary #1, Red Bluff, Cedar Branch, 
and Longs. On the Eastside of the Waccamaw River were Popular, Brooksville, Little River, Atlantic Beach, and 
adjacent communities in and around the school site. In addition, he had to bring these same communities together 
for the elementary grades. In my opinion, Mr. Henry's effort was almost a Herculean task given the massive 
changes from the existing education structure to educate African American children at the time. 

 
Integration was not immediate in 1954 because political leaders attempted to comply with the old doctrine from 
the Plessy versus Ferguson court decision (1896) that in essence fostered the equal but separation of the races. 
Although the system did not comply at the time with the court’s decision, we did get better facilities, school bus 
transportation, and all certified teachers, which in itself was a tremendous improvement before 1954. There- fore, 
these improvements enabled many of us to finish high school at a time that many would not have done so. We 
were essentially the first generation in many families to finish high school. 

 
In closing, let me say that the one thing we must never forget, and we must, also let our children, grandchildren, 
know that all of our teenage years were spent in a society which treated us as second class citizens based on race 
alone. Yet, with all that was happening at the time, we still persevered, held our heads high, kept our dignity, and 
did the best with what was available at the time. Judging from my discussions with many of you across the years 
and at the reunions, we as graduates of the school have done remarkably well in life’s journey. That is a 
testimony to our strength as a people. Nonetheless, since we graduated from CCHS, each one of us at some point 
has experienced loss of a love one, despair, and tragedy in our lives; even so, with the help of God we have 
persevered and will continue to press on with life’s journey. We are a resilient people! 

 
Have a wonderful and prosperous summer. 

Respectfully yours, 

 

David C. Wilson (1962) 
Newsletter Editor 
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Chaplain’s Corner 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dear Alumni/ae, 

 
Summer is right around the corner. What are your plans for this wonderful season? I hope that your 
plans are all in place, if not, its time to get busy. I realize that we are getting older, but that is not an ex- 
cuse to give up. in fact, the Bible says that the Lord gives power to the weak and to them that have no 
might. He increaseth strength. Isn’t it wonderful to know that we serve a God that is always there to 
help when we call on Him, and when there is something occurring in our lives that we know we cannot 
handle that it God is available to us. 1st Peter 5:7 states that “Casting all our cares upon Him for He ca- 
res for us’. 

 
We are going through some rough times, but we have been through rough times before and we made it. 
I don’t believe He brought us this far to leave us. We are people with the ability to endure. One writer 
has said, “Either we will invest our lives in something. or we will throw it away on nothing. It is impor- 
tant that we keep focused and not lose heart. I am convinced that the battles we fight are basically in 
the mind. So let us guard over our minds by prayer and meditating on God’s word. 

 
Jesus said in John 10:10 The Thief comes to steal, kill and to destroy, but He Has come that we may 
have life and have it more abundantly. I exhort you to live your life to the fullest and encourage others 
around you to do the same, especially our young people. Many times our younger ones become dis- 
couraged with life and need someone who have “been there and done that”, to encourage them to help 
change their perspective for the better. So, come on alumni and get busy, purpose in your heart today to 
help someone change for the better. Be a thermostat and not just a thermometer. 

 
Until next time. 

 
I remain,  
Your Chaplain 
Ruby L. Gore Stanley 
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Tips on College Expenses 
Information provided by Frank Isom, Class of 1962 

 
Most parents, or grandparents are not aware 
of what colleges cost or expenses they entail. 
Their expenses include direct educational ex- 
penses and living expenses, and typically consist 
of five parts: Tuition and fees; room and board; 
books and supplies; personal expenses and trans- 
portation. 

Tuition and fees: 
Tuition and fees charged by a particular college 
depend on many factors, but the most significant 
is what kind of college it is. Tuition and fees at 
public institutions are generally the lowest, be- 
cause they receive funds from taxes. Tuition at 
private colleges is usually much higher than pub- 
lic institutions because private colleges must 
charge a larger percentage of the real costs. 

Books and supplies: 
Every college student has to buy books, pencils, 
paper and other supplies. Don't forget that ever- 
increasing desire and need for a computer. An 
average cost of books per year is about $600 . 

Room and Board: 
Room and board means basic living expenses for 
food and housing. Colleges with their own hous- 
ing typically charge you on a nine- month basis 
for room and most meals, excluding holiday and 
vacation periods. 

(Tips continued) 

Personal expenses: 
No matter what kind of institution you choose, 
you'll have some personal expenses for such 
things as clothing, laundry, toiletries, recreation, 
medical insurance and care, and perhaps inciden- 
tal furnishings for the dormitory room. 

Transportation: 
All students spend some money for travel. 
Most students go home at least once or twice dur- 
ing the year. Don't forget travel home during the 
holidays, spring and fall breaks. 

The total expense budget for a particular college 
is determined by adding up these five categories 
of expenses. 

 
The provider of this information is an assistant principal at 
Loris High School and a Lieutenant Colonel, United States 
Army (Retired). 

 
 

 

 

 

Page 4           Chestnut Consolidated High School News 2004 

Congratulations!!! 
Chestnut Consolidated High School Alumni Scholarship 

Awards—2004 
($500) 

The following persons are the recipients of the Chestnut Consolidated High School Alumni 
Scholarships and their intended choice of college or university. 

1. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 

Ashlei Hudson, Florida A & M University, Tallahassee, FL 
Benjamin Dewitt, Horry-Georgetown Technical College, Conway, SC 
Thomas McMillian, North Carolina Wesleyan College, Rocky Mount, NC 
Samuel Moss, Horry Georgetown Technical College, Conway, SC 
Jerek Maye, Benedict College, Columbia, S. C. 
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Banquet - 2002 

 

 
Banquet 2002—The Class of 1962 40th Anniversary Picture 

 
 

	  
 
 

Left to right: Ralph Buck, Minnie Wilson (Lane), Lee Anna Evans, David Wilson, Carolyn Gore (Jones), 
Helen Bellamy (Bryant, Joyce Bryant (Vereen) John Livingston and Alma Gause (Myers). 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

John Livingston (1962) and his wife at Banquet 2002  
Banquet 2002: Minnie Wilson Lane (1962) and Alma Gause 
Myers (1962) 
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Class of 1962 

Having a jovial time!!! !! 

Reminiscences about days gone by… 
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Faculty—Banquet 2002 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to right: The late Mr. James F. Fitts (Agriculture), his wife, Mrs. Ester Fitts (Longs Elementary), 
Mrs. Gladys Murray (Home Economics), and Mrs. Annie J. Henry (Librarian). 

 
 

Students—Banquet 2002 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Left to right: Victory J. Dewitt (1966), David C. Wilson (1962) and Robert L. Vereen (1959) 
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Banquet 2002 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Banquet 2002 - Having fun getting the electric slide steps right the first time!!! 
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Class of 1961 Class of 1956 

  Having a good time...   
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Principal and Librarian relaxing with former student in their home on New Year’s Day 2003 

 

 

Dave Wilson share quality time with Mr. & Mrs. Henry at their home in Conway on  New Year’s Day-2003 
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Sharing a happy memory from the past by D. Wilson 

The quote below by Goethe is in the Class of 1962 yearbook. 
 

My former teacher’s passion: 
 

“A teacher who can arouse a feeling for one good single good action, for one good single poem, accom- 
plishes more than he who fills our memory with rows on rows of natural objects, classified with name and 
form.” 

 
 
My passion  

 

…Johann von Goethe 
	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  

 

 

 

The moral of the story behind the quotation from Johann von Goethe and the mathematical equation is 
that one of our English teachers, the late Mrs. Loraine Smith Williams and I often engaged in thoughtful 
debates on the advantages of being able to read and enjoy a good poem, instead of having to sit through a 
boring presentation on algebra. The discussions were triggered because I was not interested in reading a 
good poem but enjoyed algebra immensely. She was the opposite! Mrs. Smith-Williams shared a copy of 
her college transcripts with me one day, the only B grade on the transcript was in algebra, and all other 
grades were A’s. She said her algebra course was one of most boring courses she took in college. When I 
look back on our discussions on this matter, it was more a philosophical debate than factual. It has been 
40 plus years since those discussions with her. I still prefer mathematics over a good poem and matter of 
fact I make my living from lecturing, researching and applying mathematical/statistical modeling to prod- 
uct applications/problems, which becomes a contributing factor in helping senior management make busi- 
ness decisions involving millions of dollars. 

Mrs. Smith-Williams made her final stand on our debates by quoting Johann von Goethe in our yearbook, 
which emphasized the debates we often had on poems versus mathematics. Every time I read the quote in 
my yearbook, I think of her and our thoughtful discussions on algebra versus poetry and, yes, it was 
purely a philosophical debate. She was a true intellectual and I am grateful to have met her in my life’s 
journey. 

 
 

In her own handwriting to me in my yearbook (She taught at CCHS from 1954-1963) 
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IN MEMORIAM 

We have received news in the past year that the following graduates and faculty 
members of the Chestnut Consolidated High School community have passed 
away. Please remember them in your prayers. 

Faculty 
Mr. James F. Fitts 

 
A copy of Mr. Fitts’ obituary is reprinted below. 

 
JIM FITTS— Funeral services for Deacon James “Jim” Frank Fitts, conducted by the Rev. 
Willie Wilson were held Friday, Aug. 17, 2002, at Mt. Zion United Methodist Church in Kings- 
tree. Burial, directed by Redmond-Richardson Funeral Home, followed at Florence National 
Cemetery. Mr. Fitts, 76, died Tuesday, August 13, 2002, at Williamsburg Regional Hospital in 
Kingstree. He was born March 10, 1926, in Allendale, a son of the late Mannie and Flora Fitts, 
Sr. He received his formal education in the public schools of Allendale County and graduated 
from Allendale Training School. He also graduated from South Carolina State College in 
Orangeburg. He served in the United States Navy during World War II. He was a member of 
Siloam Baptist Church and served on the Deacon Board. He retired from Clemson Extension af- 
ter many years of dedicated service. Survivors are: his wife, Mrs. Esther Pearson Fitts of the 
home; three children. Derek Fitts of Columbia; Mrs. Arthene Hoover of Allendale; and Mrs. 
Cheryl Fitts-Brown of Columbia; two brothers, Arthur Fitts of Irmo; and Mannie Fitts, Jr., of 
Allendale; five sisters, Mrs. Eunice Olgetree, Mrs. Evelyn Lawton and Mrs. Catherine Mitchell, 
all of Allendale; Mrs. Ernestine Saxon of Philadelphia. Pennsylvania, and Mrs. Flora Mae Bar- 
nes of Augusta, Georgia, eight grandchildren; and nine great-grandchildren. 

 
Note: He taught agriculture at Chestnut Consolidated High School from 1955 through 1966 

before joining Clemson Extension. 
 
 

Students 
 
 

Magalene L. Batts 1960 
Willie L. Isom 1960 
Eugene Ford 1965 
Mamie Bellamy 1968 
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SPECIAL RECOGNITION 
for CCHS graduates who died in uniform while 

serving in the Armed Forces of the United States 
 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

Please remember in your prayers the following Chestnut Consolidated High School graduates who died while 
serving in the Armed Forces of the United States. 

 
Vietnam War 1964 -1975 (includes Laos and Cambodia) 

 

Background: U.S. military advisers had been in South Vietnam a decade, and their numbers had been increased 
as the military position of the Saigon government became weaker. After the attacks on U.S. destroyers in the 
Tonkin Gulf, President Johnson asked for a resolution expressing U.S. determination to support freedom and 
protect peace in Southeast Asia. Congress responded with the Tonkin Gulf Resolution, expressing support for 
"all necessary measures" the President might take to repel armed attacks against U.S. forces and prevent further 
aggression. Following this resolution, and following a Communist attack on a U.S. installation in central Viet- 
nam, the United States escalated its participation in the war to a peak of 543,000 troops in April 1969. 

 
After the deaths of over 57,000 Americans, over 100,000 wounded, and over 1000 missing in action, the United 
States had lost a war, which was the first time in its history. Here is a recap of the U.S. final days in the 
Republic of South Vietnam: On April 30, 1975, South Vietnam, President Ford reported that a force of 70 
evacuation helicopters and 865 Marines had evacuated about 1,400 U.S. citizens and 5,500 third country nation- 
als and South Vietnamese from landing zones near the U.S. Embassy in Saigon and the Tan Son Nhut Airfield. 

 
Non–Republic of South Vietnam Casualty 

Class of 1964 
PAUL J. WILSON 

Chief Warrant Officer Paul J. Wilson, United States 
Army born November 29, 1945 died because of a 
helicopter crash on August 20, 1975 while piloting his 
UH-1H helicopter. He was stationed at Fort Bragg 
NC. Additionally, Chief Warrant Officer Wilson com- 
pleted a tour of duty with the 101st  Air Airborne Di- 
vision (Screaming Eagles) in the Republic of South 
Vietnam. 
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Special recognition (continued) 
 

Republic of South Vietnam Casualty 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

Class of 1964 
 

HEZEKIAH GEORGE 
 
 

PFC - E3 - Army - Regular 
19 year old Single, Negro, Male 

Born on Jul 06, 1946 
*From NEW ROCHELLE, NEW 

YORK 
His tour of duty began on Apr 14, 

1966 
Casualty was on Jun 03, 1966 

SOUTH VIETNAM 
NON-HOSTILE, GROUND CASUALTY 

VEHICLE CRASH 
Body was recovered 

Religion 
METHODIST 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

*This information was obtained directly from military records and the home of record is normally designated as the 
town you were residing in at the time of enlistment, Therefore, in Mr. George situation, he was living in New York at 
the time of enlistment, not South Carolina.. 
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Special recognition (continued) 
 

Republic of South Vietnam Casualty 
 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

Class of 1965 

HORACE ROSCOE GORE 
 

SGT - E5 - Army - Regular 
4th Infantry Division 

19 year old Single, Negro, Male 
Born on Jul 09, 1947 

From OCEAN DRIVE BEACH, SOUTH 
CAROLINA 

Length of service 1 year. 
His tour of duty began on Sep 15, 1966 

Casualty was on May 18, 1967 
in PLEIKU, SOUTH VIETNAM 

HOSTILE, GROUND CASUALTY 
GUN, SMALL ARMS FIRE 

Body was recovered 
Religion 
BAPTIST 
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Special recognition (continued) 
 

Republic of South Vietnam Casualty 
 
 

IN MEMORIAM 

Class of 1966 
 

JAMES ROY BRYANT 
 

PFC - E2 - Marine Corps. Regular 
19 year old Married, Negro, Male 

Born on Sep 17, 1948 
From CONWAY, 

SOUTH CAROLINA 
His tour of duty began on 

Dec 02, 1967 
Casualty was on Feb 23, 1968  

in QUANG TRI, SOUTH VIETNAM 
HOSTILE, GROUND CASUALTY 
ARTILLERY, ROCKET, or MORTAR 

Body was recovered 
Religion 

PROTESTANT 
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School’s History 
Magazine Section 

Pages 16 –26 
 

Mr. Ron Havens and his students at North Myrtle Beach High 
School put together the information on the following pages. The 
summary is a very informative piece of history; therefore, it is in- 
cluded in this newsletter as part of our celebration and remem- 
brance of the past. The narrative weaves in and around schools 
affected in the area over a period of time and their evolution, in- 
cluding Chestnut Consolidated High School. Mr. Havens and his 
students did a great job! 
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The History of 
 

North Myrtle Beach High School 

Little River, South Carolina 

A brief history of the community and the school was compiled by the following students in Mr. Havens’ 
1997 AMPS class: Walt Floyd, Lisa Gabriel, Anna Harrell, Meredith Hart, Lee Jones, Shelly Muzika, 
Falissa Randall, Dawn Temples, and Lauren Wallin. 

 
The community history was drawn from various works of local historians such as C.B. Berry, Blanche 
Floyd, and Catherine Lewis. Most of the school history was compiled from personal interviews with 
Jennings Livingston, E.M. Henry, Annie J. Henry, George L. Williams, and Mildred Ward. 

 
Early History 

 
The history of our area is rich in culture, heritage and tradition. The Grand Strand is both historically capti- 
vating and presently interesting. The Grand Strand is more than merely a tourist haven; it is an historical 
place and many useful lessons can be learned from the area’s past. 

 
In 1735, the colonial government formally opened the North Myrtle Beach area for settlement. King George 
Ill granted Land in the Cherry Grove area to John Alston. William Allston owned a tract of land in Little 
River Neck. Kings Highway began as an Indian trail long before Europeans settled along the Grand Strand. 
This trail became the route from the Northern states to Charleston and Savannah and was once traveled by 
stagecoach. On President George Washington’s tour to the South, in 1791, he used this route to find lodging 
in the North Myrtle Beach area. One myth about his time here is that Washington named Windy Hill. An- 
other local legend has it that while stopping on King’s Highway, Washington tied his horse to a young oak 
tree. Supposedly today, that tree still tilts westward. In an entry in George Washington’s diary, he talks 
about crossing the “Waccamaw.” The Waccamaw is a coastal river that adds much to the history of the 
community. 

 
The plantation system did not take hold in Horry County as it did in most of the South. Most families held 
small farms and fisheries along the Strand. Before the Civil War, in the area that is now Tilghman Beach, 
William and Abraham Bessent ran a fishery. During this time people traveled in covered wagons on 
Wortham’s Ferry or at Star Bluff. They camped, sometimes for weeks, on the land owned by local farmers 
and fishermen. Gradually the landowners realized this traffic could become a valuable source of income. 
They built and improved their facilities for the visitors. 

 
Black colonists were among the first settlers in Horry County. They came as slaves, working in the rice 
fields on Horry’s southern fringe or in the naval stores around Little River. After the Civil War, many for- 
mer slaves worked small farms while others became fishermen. Horry’s black community made significant 
contributions to the culture and economy of South Carolina. 

 
Anchoring the Grand Strand and providing much of the area’s early history is Little River, formerly known 
as Ash’s. The area’s first inhabitants were the Waccamaw and Winyah Indians who named the land 
“Chicora,” meaning “the land.” In Little River one may see the “Mineola” used often. This is because it is 
the Indian word for” little river.” An Indian burial mound is located at Waites Island near Little River, 
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(History continued) 

 

off of the Cherry Grove Point. Little River was well established with several businesses, warehouses and a 
sawmill, but with the expansion of the transportation system, the population declined by 1924. The Grand 
Strand section of the waterway opened in 1936. In 1938, the completion of the Little River Jetty opened up 
the Intracoastal Waterway to the Atlantic Ocean and provided more opportunities for fishing and yachting 

 
The tourism business did not begin to develop until the 1900’s. The beaches of Horry were virtually unin- 
habited due to the county’s geographical inaccessibility and poor economy. At the turn of the century, the 
Burroughs & Collin Company, a timber-turpentine firm who owned extensive beach front property, began 
developing the resort potential of the Strand. In 1900, their company constructed a railroad to the beach 
from the Waccamaw River at Conway. They also built the beach’s first hotel, the Seaside Inn, in 1901. At 
this time, oceanfront lots sold for $25, and buyers received an extra lot free if they built a house valued at 
$500 or more. The beach community was called “New Town” until the Horry Herald newspaper held a 
contest to officially name the area. Mrs. F.E. Burroughs, wife of the founder of the Burroughs & Collins 
Company, won the competition with “Myrtle Beach,” a name she chose for the many Wax Myrtle trees 
growing wild along the shore. The Grand Strand’s first summer visitors had to contend with such things as 
razorback hogs rooting under their cottages. The sparsely populated coast provided access to rumrunners 
during Prohibition. One story tells about a large ship anchored offshore at White Point, south of Windy 
Hill Beach. Small boats brought the cargo to the strand. Usually small local operators were arrested and 
seldom were the big operators caught. 

 
Nicholas F. Nixon, Sr. was a main force in getting a road constructed from Loris to Cherry Grove, crossing 
the Waccamaw River at Bellamy’s Landing. It remained as a rough road for a number of years but it did 
assist Loris residents in making the journey to the beach. In 1924, the Nixon family subdivided Cherry 
Grove, drawing its name from an early plantation in the area and for a native tree. Cherry Grove was incor- 
porated in 1959. Tilghman Estates lies between Cherry Grove and Ocean Drive. Charles T. Tilghman and 
members of his family developed the community in 1948. A group of businessmen from Florence, SC 
bought land in 1926 and formed Ocean Drive Estates. In 1948 Ocean Drive became the first of the towns 
to incorporate. Of the northern Horry beaches, Ocean Drive became the most popular. Ocean Drive Beach 
got its name because automobile races were once held on the strand. The pavilion, destroyed by Hurricane 
Hazel and replaced by the Pad, became the favorite hangout. Beach music, sun, and sand put “00” on the 
map. Crescent Beach, first known as the Ward Estate, was named for the crescent-shaped arc of Long Bay. 
A field of corn called “the swamp field” was located where Crescent Beach is today. This was subdivided 
in 1937 and incorporated in 1953. Windy Hill formed in 1947 was incorporated in 1964. 

 
In the 1920’s, a group of businessmen began building an upscale resort called Arcady at the north end of 
Myrtle Beach. This was the Strand’s first golf club and birthplace of the magazine Sports illustrated as 
well as the legendary Ocean Forest Hotel. Although the Arcady dream dissolved in the Wall Street Crash 
of 1929, the Ocean Forest remained the center of Myrtle Beach social life for nearly 30 years. Several ma- 
jor developments took place along the Strand during the 30s and 40s. In 1936, the Intracoastal Waterway 
was opened for pleasure boating and commercial shipping. During the 1940’s, the Air Force Base was es- 
tablished and used for training and coastal patrols during World War Il. The base was officially closed in 
1993. Highway 501 was built in the 1950’s making the beach much more accessible. 

 
Hurricane Hazel, the major storm of 1954, destroyed a lot of the buildings and trees along the Strand but 
led to the rebuilding of new and larger hotels. During this rebuilding phase in the 1960’s, the golf boom 
began and has continued to this day with new courses developing annually. During this expansion 
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period, the Grand Strand became nationally known as a resort community, with motels, amusement parks, 
golf courses and tennis courts constructed. In the 1980s, the Grand Strand’s popularity increased sharply. 
Myrtle Beach was named the sixth fastest growing metropolitan area in the United States. 

 
Elbert Jordan is credited for beginning the movement of combining the northern beaches into one stronger 
municipal government. In 1968 it was agreed that the new town would be named North Myrtle Beach. The 
first mayor of North Myrtle Beach was Robert L. Edge. Council members consisted of Mance Watkins, 
Jennings Livingston, MS. Thompson, David B. Witherspoon, Jr., Eli T. Goodman and J. Bryan Floyd. 

 
In 1933 R.V. Ward sold Atlantic Beach to developer George Tyson, who named it Pearl Beach. Difficulties 
of the Great Depression and later the war resulted to the formation of The Atlantic Beach Company. This 
firm set aside a part of the oceanfront for use by the nonwhite community, and today 98 percent of the 350 
year-round residents are black. In 1966, to avoid what its citizens considered a threat to their control, At- 
lantic Beach incorporated. Their four neighboring municipalities merged around Atlantic Beach when it de- 
clined the offer to join the formation of North Myrtle Beach for fear of being swallowed up by the larger 
city. The first mayor of Atlantic Beach was Emory Gore. The city’s government has always been entirely 
black. 

 
Since 1990, the Myrtle Beach and Grand Strand area has entered a new boom period. The emergence of a 
flourishing country music entertainment and theater industry has led to many new motels, hotels, restau- 
rants, homes, and other industries. The Myrtle Beach area is the state’s leading tourism destination and was 
ranked second as the nation’s favorite beach destination. 

 
An interview with Jennings Livingston 

 

 

April 2, 1998 
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Born in a house on Star Bluff Road in 1928, Mr. Livingston remembers his mother speaking of the first school 
in the area, the Muster Shed School. The school was founded in the late 1800’s and was allegedly named for 
its location where a local confederate garrison would gather to join ranks. Located in Wampee, the school 
served the Wampee Little River white student population until it was renamed Wampee Little River High 
School. To protect the students from the wild animals that roamed the free range, a “colored” man stood guard 
at the fence that surrounded the school. 

 
The family of Roberta Rust, a friend of Mr. Livingston, owned the land where the Muster Shed was built. The 
Muster Shed only went to the 8th or 9th grade and there was no high school in the area. Mr. Livingston recalls 
that the local high school first started in 1928. Prior to this, students who wanted to go to college had to go to 
Chadburn, N.C. to take the college entrance test. 

 
The first high school got its name because Little River was the hub market place of this area. Wampee Little 
River High School (the building that most people remember) was built on Hwy. 90 in Wampee in the 1940’s 
by Roosevelt’s WPA program. The elementary school was built between the Muster Shed and the new high 
school. 

 
Mr. Livingston attended Wampee Little River High School in the 1940’s. He remembers that there was no in- 
door plumbing, no busses, and no cafeteria. The only source of heat was a small gas heater on one side of the 
room. The school calendar evolved around the local farming needs and conditions. A fairly strict dress code 
was enforced. Boys wore long pants and girls had to wear skirts or dresses. His graduating class of eighteen 
produced the first yearbook in 1945. At that time high school only 

 
went to the eleventh grade. There was no football team, but basketball and baseball were popular sports. He 
proudly remembers the basketball team going to the state finals on several occasions. The Junior Senior Prom, 
the event of the year, was held in the gym. 

 
In about 1938 the schools got busses, but many children still had to walk a mile to a bus stop. As a student he 
drove the bus for a salary often dollars a month. He recalls that the weather seemed to be colder then and there 
was no heat on the bus. Before the road that connected Loris to the beach was constructed, people had to take a 
ferry over the Waccamaw River. There was a road that ran from Wampee, around Star Bluff Road, straight to 
Windy Hill. Completion of the Intracoastal Waterway cut this road off; thus, causing the need for a new road 
and bridge. There were no phones but he remembers getting electricity in the early 1940’s. 

 
An Interview with Mr. E.M. Henry and Mrs. A.J. Henry 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mr. E.M. Henry, served from 1954-1969 
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(History continued) 

 
 

When Mr. Henry moved to this vicinity in 1947 from Florida, the black high school for this area was the 
Popular Training School on Highway 90. At the time Mr. J.T. Chestnut was the school’s principal. Mr. 
Chestnut did not have a college degree, (not many people did during this time) and he was not eligible to 
sign the diplomas. During the war, Mr. Chestnut brought a woman who had a degree to help him run the 
school and sign the diplomas. In 1945 the state started recertifying teachers and principals; thus, many teach- 
ers were sent back to college to seek degrees. Teachers and administrators were given four years to get a de- 
gree. Mrs. Henry claims to be the fourth black person in Horry County to earn a degree, and she graduated 
with the principal. 

 
During this time, black and white teachers were not paid the same. The schools were not federally funded; 
thus, the teacher’s salary was at the discretion of the principal. They started to make the same around 1945 
when the NTE (National Teacher’s Exam) was introduced as a method of determining pay. The teachers 
were given the test before they started teaching and their grade on the test determined their salary. 

 
 

 
 

Mrs. A.J. Henry 
 

Mrs. Henry graduated when there were only 10 grades. The 11th grade was added in the fall 1933 and the 12th 
grade was added in the fall of 1949. During this time the buildings of the school for the Blacks were called 
Rosenwald buildings. They were built from funds given by one man called the Rosenwald Funds. One of the 
Rosenwald buildings, built in 1950, is still standing on Hwy. 90. 

 
In 1952, Mr. Chestnut retired and turned his position and the control of the school over to Mr. E.M. Henry. 
Two years later, Chestnut Consolidated High School was formed and named after Mr. Chestnut. The new 
school brought together children from Atlantic Beach, Little River, Little River Neck, Brooksville, Mt. Cal- 
vary, Red Bluff, Cedar Branch and Longs. Before this school, Little River Neck had a school in a church and 
Little River had its own little school with two or three teachers. School busses started making routes for the 
black children in 1950. Before this, Mr. Chestnut went out in his own personal bus to pickup the children. 
Children that lived in Little River Neck had to walk to Nixon’s Crossroads to meet the bus. 

 
Before Chestnut Consolidate High School was completed, the administration and teachers were trying to get 
the Popular Training School accredited by the state. The school was very small and at one point only had 
five students in its graduating class. 

 
When the new school was built they faced the same problem. To become an accredited high school the 
school also had to have one person to be in the library science department. That is why Mrs. Henry went 
back to school to get certified in library science. Both Mr. and Mrs. Henry went to Chestnut when it 
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(History continued) 

 
was finished in 1954. Mr. Henry was a teaching principal who taught business, and Mrs. Henry was the li- 
brarian. Hurricane Hazel damaged the building so only high school students started there in 1954. After 
completion of Chestnut, the old Poplar school became the elementary school. 

 
Chestnut Consolidated High School became accredited with the Southern Association in 1969. In 1970 the 
local schools integrated to become North Myrtle Beach High School. Mr. Ingram was the first principal at 
the new school. The county superintendent said that schools could not be named after people anymore. Mrs. 
Henry went to the superintendent and asked if they could form a committee, consisting of teachers from 
both schools, to prepare for the integration. Mr. Anderson, the superintendent agreed and the committee met 
in the spring before the 1970-71 school year began. This committee decided that they should take elements 
from each of the old schools and combine them for the new school. The North Myrtle Beach High School 
colors, blue and gold, came from both Wampee Little River High School and Chestnut High School. The 
colors of Wampee were blue and white. The colors of Chestnut were maroon and gold. The first year of in- 
tegration the principal let the student council president from both schools serve and there were two of al- 
most everything else that year- there was a black Ms. DAR and a white Ms. DAR, etc. 

 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry were both very instrumental in the shaping of our school today. Both of them have 
seen a lot of changes in the educational world. 

 
An Interview with Mildred Ward 

 
 
 
 

 

April 27, 1998 
 

Mildred Ward worked in the Horry Country School System for forty-two years. She started teaching at Myrtle Beach High 
School and taught there for four years. After 
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(History continued) 

 

this she came to Wampee Little River High School and taught the business education class, then called 
Commerce. She taught at Wampee Little River and later North Myrtle Beach High School for a total of 
thirty-eight years. Over these years she held the positions of classroom teacher, guidance counselor, bus 
supervisor, driver’s education instructor, and assistant principal. 

 
Mrs. Ward first moved to this area in 1950. She had some knowledge of the earlier schools in the area. The 
old Muster Shed School was founded in the late 1800’s and housed grades one through eight. The teacher, 
Kate Ward, was also the postmaster. Kate Ward arose every morning at 5 a.m. and walked to school. She 
would build a fire so the one room building would be warm enough when the students arrived. Mrs. Ward 
also said that before Chestnut High School was build in 1954, the black students went to a number of ele- 
mentary schools that were located in various communities. Whittemore, located in Conway, was the only 
high school for black students in the area. During this time there were no busses and few automobiles. Stu- 
dents had to walk to school. In the late 1930’s and early 1940’s, there was one bus made out of an old 
truck that brought the white students from Ocean Drive to Wampee. Later, when the schools did have bus- 
ses, the school itself owned the busses rather than the county or state. The school was also responsible for 
gassing and maintaining their own busses. When the school district later sold the busses to the state, the 
money made from the sale was used to remodel the principal’s house and built a house for one of the agri- 
culture teachers. 

 
When Mrs. Ward started her teaching career in 1945 she made $175 a month. During this time she had an 
automobile and paid her own board. During the depression teachers could not be paid because there was no 
money, so instead, they received notes. If a teacher was in desperate need of money, he or she could take 
the note to People’s National Bank in Conway. Mr. Collins, the owner of the bank, would then give them 
50% of what the note was worth. During this time it was the school, not the state or county, who paid the 
teachers. Teachers were paid out of the taxable property of the school’s area. 

 
The many scattered elementary schools closed when Wampee Little River High School was built. From 
1928-1934 the school was a two-story white building. Local men of the community built the gymnasium in 
1934. Mrs. Ward’s husband, Julius, carried the support poles for the gym on an old log cart pulled by two 
mules. The janitor, Henry Small, was responsible for keeping the fire going (in an old cut out oil drum) as 
it was the only heat source. Spectators paid twenty-five cents to attend games, while referees were paid 
twenty-five cents a game out of this money. The first graduating class of Wampee Little River High 
School was in 1929 and consisted of twelve students. Before this school was completed, students who 
wanted to go to high school had to go to Conway or Chadburn. There was a boarding school in Aynor 
called the Aynor Industrial School. Students had to pass a county test in the seventh grade to be eligible to 
attend high school. 

 
From 1932-1 934 a brick building was constructed by the WPA that replaced the two-story structure. 
There was no graduating class in 1946 as the twelfth grade was added and the first twelfth grade class 
graduated in 1947. A small gas heater was the heat source in each room. The children sitting close to the 
heater would burn up while those on the other side of the room froze. The community really cared about 
the children and their education. Gladys Adams, a community leader, organized such things as barbecues 
and Halloween Carnivals to raise money to put air conditioning window units in each room. A primary 
school was build at the beach, but the parents west of the waterway did not want their children going to 
school at the beach. For the first couple of months, few parents sent their children to the new school. 
Slowly, people began to send children to the new school because it had two teachers per grade while 
Wampee might have one teacher for three grades. 
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(History continued) 

 
In the 1970-71 school year, integration began. When Wampee High and Chestnut High consolidated, the 
community voted on all of the school’s new changes. Mrs. Ward remembered that our school accepted 
integration better than any other school in Horry County. Since Wampee High had been the “Indians” 
and Chestnut High had been the “Braves”, the community voted North Myrtle Beach to be the “Chiefs”. 
Actually, the name of the school, North Myrtle Beach High, had to be voted on too. There were several 
other names submitted for the new school, but since the community had consolidated not so long before, 
North Myrtle Beach High School won. The new school colors also had to be voted on. Warn pee High’s 
colors were blue and white, and Chestnut High’s were maroon and gold. The blue was taken from Wam- 
pee and the gold from Chestnut to make the North Myrtle Beach High School colors of blue and gold. 
North Myrtle Beach High School was housed at the Chestnut High structure as it was a newer facility. 
This structure later housed the middle school and has recently been replaced by the new North Myrtle 
Beach Middle School. 

 
North Myrtle Beach High School moved into its current building which is a modern pod structure, in 
1980. Our school was the first school in Horry County to have an air-conditioned gymnasium. A time 
capsule was placed in one of the columns at the front entrance. Several newspapers and a yearbook were 
a few of the items placed in the capsule. A definite time for opening the capsule was never set. 

 
An Interview with George L. Williams Sr. 

 
 
 
 

 
 

George L. Williams 
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(History continued) 

 

Mr. George L. Williams Sr. was the principal of North Myrtle Beach High School from 1975-86. Mr. 
Williams spoke of the many changes he has witnessed in the field of education and more specifically 
North Myrtle Beach High School. He spoke of the days that farming took priority over education. Often 
the school year started after Labor Day and ended before Easter to accommodate the farming needs. Mr. 
Williams moved to the area in 1955 and taught at Chestnut Consolidated High School. During this time 
the elementary and high school were together under one roof. In 1968, he went to Conway High and was 
the first African-American teacher on that staff. 

 
In 1974, after being an assistant principal at Conway High School, he was asked by the area superinten- 
dent, Tom Mclnville, to be the new principal of North Myrtle Beach Elementary. Horry County was di- 
vided into the three districts of Conway, Myrtle Beach, and North Myrtle Beach. Mr. Williams was hesi- 
tant about the new job, but when he was told that his salary would double he could not resist. After going 
to North Myrtle Beach Elementary, he was transferred to North Myrtle Beach High School before school 
started that year. 

 
When Wampee Littler River High School and Chestnut High School were integrated in 1970, the newly 
named school, North Myrtle Beach High School, was housed in Chestnut High School building. The 
building was the better of the two as Chestnut had had a recent face-lift in hopes of discouraging the de- 
sire to integrate. Mr. Williams asked for a better building as soon as he got to this school. He, along with 
teachers, worked to get a new building. They worked diligently to get a bond referendum passed. Their 
hard work paid off as the community passed the referendum with a 76% vote. The present building was 
completed and opened in 1979. 

 
The new school design, the pod structure, came as a result of Mr. Williams and others traveling around 
to look at the new trends of the time. Mr. Williams liked the radical change (pods) rather than the tradi- 
tional straight hallways. The design of the school, with its air-conditioned gymnasium (the first in the 
county), brought many visitors to see the new facility. 

 
After getting into the new building, Mr. Williams started a movement to get a ROTC program. With the 
help of Senator Ernest Hollings and Mr. John Holliday of Galivants Ferry, a Naval ROTC program, 
which was the first in the area, was added to the curriculum. Under the guidance of Lt. Col. Ray Allen 
and Chief Bill Lindsay, the unit became a tremendous asset to the school. In just a short period of time, 
improvement was seen across the spectrum - from discipline to academics. Mr. Williams spoke proudly 
of the fact that SAT scores increased during the first few years of his leadership. For several years, 
NMBHS, under the leadership of Peggy McCracken, won the local Brain Game competition with other 
Horry County schools. Assisting Mr. Williams as administrators was Mrs. Mildred Ward and Mr. Henry 
Moore., two long time Horry County educators. 

 
In 1980 the school purchased four computers and a few years later enough were ordered to open a com- 
puter lab. The new school had only been open a few weeks when Hurricane David forced it to serve as 
an evacuation center. Since then, the school has housed thousands of people for such occasions. 

 
North Myrtle Beach High School is proud to serve as the home of Vanna White who graduated in 1975. 
Mr. Williams remembers that Kelly Tilghman was the first girl to play on an all boys team. Kelly broke 
the ice while she led the golf team to many victories. 
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(History continued) 

 
When Mr. Williams retired in 1986, Mrs. Harriet S. Blanton, seen below, served as principal for ten years. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Mr. David Underhill, below, served as NMBHS principal from 1996 – 1999. 
 

 
 
 

Below, Mr. Boe Rainbow became Interim Principal during February of 1999. 
 

 

Page 25       Chestnut Consolidated High School News 2004 

Page 25 of 30



	  

 

 
(History continued) 

 

In the spring of 1999, Mr. Porter Kennington became NMBHS’s principal after serving in that role 
for several years at Central High School in Pageland, SCS 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

End of Magazine Section 
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Postscripts: Alumni/ae Notes 
 

Class of 1957 
 

Minister Willie J. Dozier celebrated his 13th anniversary as pastor of Mt. Zion Missionary Baptist Church 
on Saturday, January 11, 2003. 

 

 

Reverend Willie J. Dozier and his wife, Mary, posed for a beautiful and lovely picture. 
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Postscripts: Alumni/ae Notes (continued) 

Class of 1957 

 

Class of 1959 
 

Ernestine Dozier Allen graduated from Den- 
mark Technical College in 1960, got married 
and moved to Florida. She moved to Fayette- 
ville North Carolina in 1966 and subsequently 
graduated from Fayetteville State University 
and gave 30 years of service to the educational 
system of North Carolina. Ernestine has retired 
and moved back to her hometown, Mount Cal- 
vary Community. She is enjoying her six broth- 
ers and son living in South and North Carolina 
and keeps the light burning for her other family 
members in California, Florida, Oklahoma and 
Cambodia that drop in nearly every Christmas. 
Ernestine and her husband William of forty-four 
years have three sons and three daughters-in- 
law. They are expecting their first grandchild in 
July. 

Ella M. Vereen Pickett has significantly given 18 
years helping people and changing lives in our state 
as a nurse for South Carolina Department of Health 
and Environmental Control. Ella has now retired 
and lives in Conway, South Carolina. She continues 
to share her services when needed in South 
Carolina, especially in Horry County. Ella’s 
inheritance goes to her three children, Michael in 
Connecticut, Brad in Gainesville, Georgia and 
Taffy in New York. Her philosophy for retirement 
is! “Your life is more than your job”. and will spend 
time traveling with a focus on her grandchildren. 

 
 

Class of 1962 
David C. Wilson two sons and their families relaxing at dad and mom’s  retirement 
home in Conway. The families live in Connecticut. 

 

 

Left to right: Rebeca, Brianna, Darrell, Kelly, Adrian and Derek. Not shown, is a third grandchild, Ethan, who was 
born in 2003 after this picture was taken in 2002. Derek is a software engineer and Darrell is logistics supervisor. 
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Contacts fro the CCHS Newsletter 
 

Alumni Chair: Van Frink Evans 
Newsletter Editor: David C. Wilson 

203-281-1612 or dcwilson13@comcast.net 
Associate Editor: Rosa Frinks Knox 

 
 

Please contact the editor, associate editor, Alumni Chairperson or any member of the Alumni committee 
with items and/or information you would like to share with the Chestnut community. In addition, you may use 
the address below to mail your information. 

 
Mail to: 
Chestnut Alumni Newsletter 345 
Highway 90 
Little River, SC 29566 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please let us hear about you since leaving CCHS, your children, grandchildren, family, etc. 
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